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UM RURAL PLANNING PROGRAM
IS ONE OF FEW IN NATION

bach/dwyer/jg
6/18/79
dailies

MISSOULA—
The master of science program in rural, town and regional planning offered by
the geography department at the University of Montana provides exceptional training
in a field of increasing importance.

Planning programs exist on several large

campuses across the United States, but the UM program is one of very few that focus
on rural planning.
The program combines theory and practice.
expert in the theory and literature of land use.

In the classroom the students become
Along with the course work, they

work with faculty members on professional bids and grants. They also work on land
use studies being conducted by the department and do consulting for both private and
public organizations.
After students complete 70 graduate credits, they are required to participate
in a six-month internship.

Student planners have interned with both public and

private organizations, most recently with the Bureau of Land Management, the U. S.
Forest Service, the Montana Department of Community Affairs, and several local
planning agencies.
Dr. Evan Denney, chairman of the UM geography department, says that the
graduates of this program are well prepared by their intense theoretical and
practical training to serve Montana as professionals capable of assisting in the
sensible utilization of one of the state's finite resources— land.
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